Khutba, 30.1.2026
The Month of Sha‘ban and the Night of

Baraat: Opportunities for Forgiveness and
Spiritual Purification

Q“".’J‘” JJ| 4.U| ‘o-wd
25915 Silgaldl bse B 335 e 850k J1198ylas ¥
fondial) e
(VYY/Y) Slsae JT 8594

1B %@J‘uﬁk&imw@wwmu‘uﬁ
b )9 O e b ea-»‘v A5 3 il Yge3 G 25080
wjéﬁa{cuﬁwl‘}.@ & Gl dwcuwwﬂ@
Elb e el &l & 5 J) JeEYl ad g""}é.;yag «OLaays
«‘wL,a b|3 uL“‘ &9).: ul
‘oyaJ\c 3 Lad!

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

The month of Sha‘ban in which we find ourselves is a
special period that prepares us for Ramadan. This
month is not only a transitional phase leading to
Ramadan; rather, it is a time of self-reflection in which
hearts are purified and intentions are reviewed. The
Night of Baraat, which falls on the fifteenth night of
Sha‘ban, is a blessed night when this reflection deepens
and the servant turns to Allah (swt), hoping to be
relieved of their burdens. With these thoughts, I wish
you a blessed night in advance, which we will observe
on Monday night, 2 February.

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

In religious terms, baraat refers to a servant being
cleansed of sins and seeking refuge in Allah’s
forgiveness. This night should not be one in which we
passively await forgiveness and then return to our
routines the next morning; rather, it should be observed
as a night of actively seeking forgiveness and reshaping
our lives accordingly. When our Allah (swt) says,
“Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and to a
Paradise as wide as the heavens and the earth,
prepared for the righteous.”' He teaches us that
forgiveness is attained not through complacency, but
through conscious turning to Him and sincere effort.

1 Surah Al-i imréan, 3:133
2 Nesét, Savm, 70

Dear Jama’ah!

The month of Sha‘ban is one to which our Prophet (saw)
gave special importance in worship. According to the
narration of Usama ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with
him), the Messenger of Allah (saw) would frequently
fast during this month. When asked about the wisdom
behind this, he said: “This is a month that many people
neglect, as it falls between Rajab and Ramadan. In this
month, deeds are presented to the Lord of the worlds, and
I wish for my deeds to be presented while I am fasting.”
This hadith warns us against neglecting the month of
Sha‘ban and directs us toward a conscious form of
worship, free from neglect.

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

Allah (swt) reminds us of the reality of the Hereafter in
the Qur’an as follows: “And the record will be placed
[open], and you will see the criminals fearful of
what is within it, saying, ‘Woe to us! What is this
record that leaves nothing small or great except
that it has enumerated it?’ And they will find what
they did present [before them]. And your Lord does
injustice to no one.”’ The Night of Baraat, in the light
of this and similar divine reminders, is a time for self-
accountability. There is no specific act of worship
prescribed exclusively for this night. However, turning
to Allah through prayer, supplication, repentance,
remembrance, reflection and recitation of the Qur’an is
in harmony with the essence of the night. What truly
matters is not the quantity of worship, but its sincerity
and its reflection in one’s life.

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

The Night of Baraat is a call to prepare for the
approaching month of Ramadan with a purified heart.
Let us observe this night not only by seeking forgiveness
from Allah (swt), but also by striving to be forgiving, to
take responsibility and to reform our lives. Let us
cleanse our hearts of resentment and grudges and
review our words and actions.

O Allah! Make us among Your servants who turn to Your
forgiveness, who are conscious of their responsibilities
and who hasten toward Your mercy. Grant us the ability
to make the best use of the month of Sha‘ban and to
reach Ramadan with health and faith. Ameen.
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3 Surah Al-Kahf, 18:49



